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on the orisis ln ‘West Berlin and
at the United 'Nations, U.8. de
fense officials are closely watch-
ing the asggressive maneuvers of
Dictator ‘Castro's small fet alr
force.

The growing ‘Cuban afr force,
‘which noy consists of a dozen
Soviet-bujld Mig-17s, ls sending sin-
gle planes flying high-altitude mls-
sions toward the U.S,

The Migs. plloted by Cuban air ’

mm personnel trained o Caecho-
slovakia, always turn back’ to
Cuba- after reaching a distance
approximately 80 miles trom the
Florida coast.

The Navy or Alr Force Is mak-
ing no effort to intercept these
Cubsn jets, since the planes are
not violating U.8. air space. How-
ever, when spotted by U.8. patrol
planes,. the Migs are tracked.
Should they stray within the three-
mile limit of the U.8,, the planes
will be forced down.

The myusterions flights are be-
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" nations that Castro can thumb %

ing condootod at tltltudu d
more than 35,000 fect.

Castro’'s apparont gosd in these
mystorious flights in to bulld ép
experience among his pliots In
fiying the ‘“‘water corridor’’ be.
tween the U.S. and Cuba.
With a potential alr force off .
25 Mig-17s (an estimated 13 of] -
the jots are stlll in crates) and
the pllotz to fly them, Cas
will soon possess Latin America’
thowiest and mosy up-to-date al
force. -

Already, U.8. military intelll-
gence is warning that Castro's al
force will become bolder as mo
planes become operational,

They expect the Cuban jets t
flex their muscles much closer
the Florida coast to show La

nose at the U.8. from his *“pri
leged safictuary” without gettl
into serious trouble.
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